The Cajón (Spanish for traveling [shipping] box), pronounced as “ka hone’ ”.

The cajón comes initially from Peru of the 19th century. It is a wooden percussion instrument and has already been used for a long time in Peru for folk music. There are at preset three general models, cuban (natural), the Latino (with snares and usually black-varnished) and the Afro (with bells and snares).

Front and back of my (homemade) Cajón.
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In the seventies the cajóns were introduced as a rhythm instrument in Spain by Manuel Soler, then a percussionist with the group with the guitarist Paco de Lucía. In Spain, it is nowadays especially used as a percussion instrument for Flamenco music.
Cajónes have been entirely made of wood, originally usually of mahogany or cedar, but more modern implementations exist based upon all types of wood, for example, birches (See photograph above). The front sheet of the Cajón is made from thin (3 mm) three ply plywood and acts as drumhead. The Cajón as a whole is glued, and only the front panel is screwed. The upper angles of the front panel have not been screwed down so that these can resonate separately. On the backside or on a side of the Cajón the resonance hole is located.
The player sits on the cajón and beats on the front of it with his hands and sometimes also on the the sides. However, brushes are also used. The middle of the front sheet makes bass-like sound, the angles make snare-like rattling sound.
The Cajón is an excellent rhythm instrument for bands that also may sometimes want to practice acoustically without a complete drumset. Cajónes are light weight and easily transported.  

Because of my facination with battle instruments I made my cajon with an adjustable snare. 

What do you need?

· 2 panels of 30 x 45 cm (11 53/64 x 17 47/64 inches) birch plywood 9mm (3/8”) thick (for the sides)

· 2 panels of 30 x 30 cm (11 53/64 x 11 53/64 inches) birch plywood 9mm  (3/8”) thick (for the top and bottom)

· 1 panel of 28.2 x 45 cm (11 7/64 x 17 47/64 inches) birch plywood 9mm (3/8”) (for the back)

· 1 panel of 46.8 x 30 cm (18 27/64 x 11 47/64 inches) birch plywood 3mm (1/8”) (for the front)

· 1 brace material of 200 x 1,5 x 1 cm (6 ft x 19/32 x 25/64) planed (smooth) pine

· 2 lengths of 25 x 3 x 2 cm (9 27/32 x 1 3/16 x ¾ inches) for feet

· 1 block of 9 x 3 x 1.5 cm (3 35/64 x 1 3/16 x 19/32 inches (Yoke block for snare see Photo 4) 

· 1 bass String

· 1 plastic connector (to clamp string)

· 2 furniture assembly bolts (Allen head) with matching nuts 
(Salvaged from the demolition of chest of drawers)

· 30 woodscrews of 3 x 20 mm (1/8” x ¾”)

· 2 small nails of max. length 15 mm (19/32”) (to tack the braces. Also glue!)

· 4 bolts with washers and wing nuts (to attach feet)

· wood glue (professional quality)

· colored stain

· clear varnish (Glitsa)

· paint brush

· gluing clamps

· sandpaper

· jigsaw

· power Sander

· Workmate

	Photo 1
	Photo 2
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	Photo 3 – toward front looking up
	Photo 4 – toward front looking down
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 Tips for building the Cajon...

·  Have the boards sawn at the correct measurements at the local do-it-yourself shop.

· Use the board of 200 cm planed pine for braces (in the sketch with the letters A,B and C and numbers 1 and 2, among other things indicated) in the inside of the Cajón. These braces are handy when gluing and they give extra stability to the whole unit (See e.g. Photograph 2). 
· The snare is mounted in the front of the cajon (against the front panel). Tightening or loosening of the snare with allen head screws (see photograph 3 and 4 and details in the sketch) occurs by means of  changing the height of an attachment cube (snare yoke) by means of tightening the furniture bolts. A bass guitar string is used for a snare. These come with a small steel ring (called a “ball”) on one of the ends. Drill two holes (spaced approximately 20 cm apart) in the upper support brace and feed the snare wire through from the back. Then the feed the snare through the attachment cube and up through the second hole. The string lays directly against the front panel.

· Hint: disassemble (carefully with a knife) a plastic connector [luster terminal] and use the metallic tube with a screw from this for the purpose of clamping the snare behind the second hole (See Photo 3 and detail on drawing).
· The 2 wood pieces of 25 x 3 x 2 cm are attached with bolts to the bottom and serve as (replaceable, when worn out) feet (See photograph 4 and detail in the sketch).
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(Roughly Translated from Dutch by Benj)
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