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Specifications for the making of a Flamenco Cajon

Plywood panels 12mm thick. One good choice is Birch plywood. Also the laminate board should be of many thin layers. The sound hole is 12cm in diameter.
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Assembly is simple with white glue and pressure. The strips on the front edge serve to thread the strings and to give more space to screw in the screws.
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The back of the flamenco box can be constructed with plywood 4 mm thick, but its interior has added (acostillar) to reinforce it. I can almost affirm with certainty that this technique is used to reinforce the serious cajons.
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Below I show a good example for locating the screws in front panel of the box. But like all objects that are not constructed in an automated form, the nature of its structure partly determines the number of pertinent screws. Remember to countersink the holes of the cover so that the heads of the screws do not protrude past the surface. [The top row of screws can be loosened to control the buzz at the corners]
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You can use 4mm birch plywood for the cover, or experiment with different thicknesses. Different materials offer different tensile strengths that greatly influence the acoustic  results.
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Scheme for Positioning the Strings
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The acoustic or electric guitar strings in the flamenco cajon produce a bright characteristic.  The strips that are glued in the inner edge of the box serve to hold the strings against the inner face of the front panel (where we play). There are certainly many positions one can use, but to affirm that a given position is the correct one can be in vain. My   advice is: I avoid the center of the large box for the positioning of the snare cords, contradicting the opinion of many who defend putting them from above downwards. If you are professional and you have intention of using a sound system with the box in recordings or concerts, doing that, to my taste, and that of the musicians that come through my factory, is rather scandalous!
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